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Our students will be prepared to positively impact their future, their community and the world. 
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Attached to this letter is a resolution from the Almont Community Schools Board of Education urging that the Michigan 
Legislature act now to provide flexibility for districts and adjust the 75% attendance requirement found in MCL 
388.1701.  The lack of flexibility under the current rules will financially punish the Almont Community Schools for having 
done the right thing after the Oxford tragedy. 
 
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, the Almont Community Schools have been committed to our essential mission of 
providing an exceptional education for our students.  We take great pride in that, unless required by the state, we never 
ceased providing in-person instruction for our students despite the challenges this decision created for our families, 
students and employees.  In Almont, education is essential. 
 
Because education is essential, when we were faced with the horrific events at Oxford High School, in a school district 
which we border, we chose to keep our schools open in the days which followed.  We did so despite the hysteria and 
bevy of social media threats all schools faced at that time.  While many schools across Michigan did decide to close, we 
remained open.  We did so because we did not face credible threats to our students or staff and, in the absence of direct 
credible threats, our students were best served by being in our schools. 
 
Regretfully, on December 3, 2021 we did not meet the 75% threshold for student attendance, and only had 68% of our 
students attend school. That being said, we were still able to fulfil our academic mission, and provide social and 
emotional support for the 942 students who came to school that day.  Unfortunately, by fulfilling that essential 
obligation we are being fined by the state. 
 
For remaining open, we now find ourselves in the position of having our school funding prorated for that day while 
districts which closed can simply write the closure off as an “Act of God” day.  By the calculations of our Pupil Accounting 
Auditor at the Lapeer County ISD we will be prorated $ 6,522.39 for staying open because we chose to be available to 
serve our students and community. 
 
Six thousand dollars may not appear to be that much money, but for our district, fiscal responsibility has been a goal for 
many years. In the last five years we have made many sacrifices to find ourselves in a position of being financially stable 
again.  That six thousand dollars represents books we will not purchase, employees we cannot pay and opportunities 
which we cannot provide our students.   Our objection to this fine also concerns the principle of being punished for 
being open after a tragedy. 
 
I hope this example helps illuminate the unintended consequences the strict adherence to MCL 388.1701 has created in 
our school district.  I am sure we are not alone in being concerned with facing such consequences as we navigate this 
school year. 
 



Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and the attached resolution that we passed at our February 28, 2022 
regular board meeting.  If you have any questions, or would like some additional information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

William Kalmar, PhD. 
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